What is Deviance?

· Deviance - any violation of norms.

· It is not the act itself, but the reactions to the act, that make something deviant.

· What is deviant to some is not deviant to others.

· Crime - the violation of rules that have been written into law.

Norms and Sanctions

· Norms make social life possible.

· They make life predictable.

· No human group can exist without norms.

· Without norms, we would have social chaos.

· Negative sanctions - disapproval of deviance.

· Positive sanctions - used to reward people for conforming to norms.
The Symbolic Interactionist Perspective
Deviance

Theories of Deviance

· Each of us uses symbols to interpret life.

· Differential association theory - we learn to deviate or to conform to norms mostly by the different groups we associate with.

Theories of Deviance

· Control theory - two control systems work against our motivations to deviate.

· Our inner controls involve morals.

· Our outer controls consist of people who influence us not to deviate.
Theories of Deviance

· Labeling theory - the view that labels become a part of our self-concept, which helps to set us on paths that propel us into or divert us from deviance.

· Labels open and close doors of opportunity.
The Functionalist Perspective

Deviance

How Deviance is Functional

· Deviance contributes to the social order.

· (1) Deviance clarifies moral boundaries and affirms norms.

· (2) Deviance promotes social unity.

· (3) Deviance promotes social change.

Strain Theory

· Crime is a natural part of society.

· Mainstream values actually generate crime.

· People have the desire to reach cultural goals, but not everyone has equal access to the institutionalized means.

· Strain theory - people who experience strain, are likely to feel anomie.

· Anomie is a sense of normlessness.
White Collar Crime

· White collar crime - crimes that people of respectable and high social status commit in the course of their occupations.

· “Crime in the suites” costs more than “crime in the streets.”
The Conflict Perspective

Deviance

The Conflict Perspective

· Conflict theorists look at power and social inequality as the chief characteristics of society.

· They see the law as an instrument of oppression.

· The powerful are more able to bypass the court system.

Reactions to Deviance

· For the past 15 years, the U.S. has followed a “get tough” policy.

· Deviance and crime is relative.

· Medicalization of deviance - deviance is a sign of mental sickness.

· Deviance is inevitable, yet a society is reflected in how it treats its deviants. 

