What is Religion?

· Religion - beliefs and practices that separate the profane from the sacred and unite its adherents into a moral community.

· Church - any moral community centered on beliefs and practices regarding the sacred.
The Functionalist Perspective

· Religion is universal because it meets basic human needs.

· Religion fosters social solidarity and provides answers to questions about the meaning of life.

· The teachings of religion help people adjust to life’s problems.

The Symbolic Interactionist Perspective

· They focus on the meanings that people give their experiences.

· All religions use symbols to provide identity and social solidarity for its members.

· A symbol is a condensed way of communicating.

· Rituals - ceremonies or repetitive practices.
The Conflict Perspective

· Conflict theorists are highly critical of religion.

· By diverting thoughts to future happiness in a coming world, religion relieves one of suffering.

· Religion legitimates the social inequalities of society.

Religion and the Spirit of Capitalism

· Weber stated that religion held the key to modernization - the transformation of traditional societies into industrial societies.

· The Protestant Ethic - the ideal of self-denying moral life accompanied by hard work and frugality.

· A change in religion led to the spirit of capitalism.

The World’s Major Religions

· Judaism
· The first monotheistic religion- based on the belief that there is only one God.

· Judaism in the United States has three main branches:

· Orthodox

· Reform

· Conservative

· Christianity

· During the first thousand years, there was one church organization directed from Rome.

· Today it is the most popular religion in the world.

· They are divided into hundreds of groups.
The World’s Major Religions 

· Islam

· Islam’s followers are known as Muslims.

· It is the duty of each Muslim to make a pilgrimage to Mecca during his/her lifetime.

· Muslims continue to practice polygyny. 
· Hinduism

· Unlike the other religions, this has no specific founder.

· Hinduism is the chief religion of India.

· Hindus are polytheists - believing in many gods.
The World’s Major Religions

· Buddhism

· Buddha means “enlightened one.”

· Four noble truths emphasize self-denial and compassion.

· They teach that all things are temporary, and there is no soul.
· Confucianism

· The basic moral principle is to maintain concern for other humans.

· It was originally atheistic with no reference to the supernatural. 
Types of Religious Groups

· A cult - a new or different religion whose teachings put it at odds with the dominant culture.

· A sect - larger than a cult.

· A church - a religious group highly bureaucratized that direct local congregations.

· Ecclesia  - when government and religion work together to try to shape society.

Religion in the United States

· The proportion of Americans  who belong to a church is now four times higher than when the country was founded.

· On any given weekend, 2 of 5 Americans attend church.

· Membership is highest in the South and Midwest.

· Church groups tend to appeal more to the successful, while sects appeal more toward the less successful.

The Future of Religion

· Religion will last as long as humanity lasts.

· Religion thrives in even the most scientifically advanced nations.

· Humans are inquiring creatures, and one of the questions people develop as they reflect on life is, “What is the purpose of it all?”

