Politics

· Politics - power relations.

· Power - the ability to get your way even over the resistance of others.

· Every group is political, for in every group there is a power struggle of some sort.
Micropolitics and Macropolitics

· Micropolitics - the exercise of power in everyday life.

· Macropolitics - the exercise of large scale power over a large group.
Macropolitics

· Authority - legitimate power or power that people accept as right.

· Coercion - power that people do not accept as just.

· The government claims a monopoly on legitimate force or violence.
Types of Authority

· Traditional Authority - based on custom.

· This declines with industrialization, but never completely dies off.

· Rational Legal Authority - based on written rules.

· Authority comes from the position that someone holds.

· Charismatic Authority - people follow a leader because they possess exceptional qualities.

Types of Government

· Monarchies - a king or queen whose right to rule was passed on to the children.

· Democracies - power to the people.

· In the United States, we have representative democracy.

· Dictatorships and Oligarchies - if an individual or small group seizes power and exerts it over the people. 
The U.S. Political System

· After the founding of the United States, numerous political parties emerged.

· During the Civil War, two parties emerged as dominant.

· Republicans - associated with the wealthy.

· Democrats - associated with the working class.

Voting Patterns

· The percentage of people who vote increases with age.

· Non-Hispanic whites are more likely to vote then African Americans.

· Latinos are least likely to vote.

· Voting also increases with education.

· College graduates are more than twice as likely to vote as those who do not complete high school.

· Women are more likely to vote democratic. 

Lobbyists and Special Interest Groups

· A Special Interest Group - people who think alike on a particular issue and who can be mobilized for political action.

· Lobbyists - people who are paid to influence legislation on behalf of their clients.

· PAC’s - Political Action Committees - these solicit contributions from many donors.
Who Rules the United States?

· Functionalists believe the people formed a government in order to protect themselves.

· A diffusion of power among many interest groups prevents one group from taking over.

· Conflict theorists believe important decisions are made by a power elite - top leaders of large corporations, the armed forces, and elite politicians.

War and Terrorism

· War - armed conflict between nations.

· War is an option that groups choose for dealing with disagreements.

· War is not universal.

· Social causes contribute to wars in most societies.

War is likely if a country’s leaders can achieve one of the following:

· 1. Revenge

· 2. Power

· 3. Prestige

· 4. Unity

· 5. Position

· 6. Ethnicity

· 7. Beliefs
Terrorism

· Hatred between ethnic groups span generations.

· The real danger lies in nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons.

· War and terrorism lead to dehumanization - the process of reducing people to objects that do not deserve to be treated as humans.
A New World Order?

· The globalization of capitalism is little affected by national boundaries.

· NAFTA - North American Free trade Association.

· Will this process continue until there is but one state empire?

· A world order holds potential benefits for human welfare.

