What is a Valid Sociological Topic?

· No human behavior is ineligible for sociological scrutiny.

· On the macro level, one can study broad matters.

· On the micro level, one can study individualistic matters.

Common Sense and the Need for Sociological Research

· Common sense ideas may or may not be true.

· We need research to test commonsense ideas.

· In order to answer a question, we need to move beyond guesswork, and know what is really going on.

A Research Model

· The scientific research model follows 8 basic steps.

· (1) selecting a topic

· (2) defining the problem

· (3) reviewing the literature

· (4) formulating a hypothesis

· (5) choosing a research method

· (6) collecting the data

· (7) analyzing the results

· (8) sharing the results  

Research Methods

· Surveys - ask a series of questions.

· You would need to select a sample - the target group you are wanting to study.

· The sample should reflect the population.
· You want to construct a random sample - where everyone in your population has the same chance of being included in your study.

Questionnaires and Interviews

· You should ask neutral questions of your respondents - the people who respond to the questions.

· You must decide whether to use closed ended questions - followed by a list of possible answers, or open ended questions - which allow people to answer in their own words.

Using Participant Observation
“Fieldwork”

· In Participant Observation - the researcher participates in a research setting while observing what is happening.

· They face a problem with generalizability - being able to apply their findings to larger populations.
Secondary Analysis

· Secondary analysis - involves researchers who analyze data that have already been collected by others.

· Researchers prefer to gather their own data.
· Lack of resources, money, and other factors sometimes make original data collection impossible.

Documents

· Documents - written sources.

· Researchers often examine books, newspapers, diaries, bank records, police reports, immigration files, and other records.

· You cannot research a problem unless you can gain access to it, though!
Unobtrusive Measures

· Unobtrusive measures - when researchers observe people who do not know they are being studied.
· While unobtrusive measures may yield rich data, ethics may become a problem.

Experiments

· In doing experiments, you randomly divide subjects into two groups.

· (1) the experimental group - those exposed to the independent variable (something that causes a change)

· (2) the control group - those not exposed to the independent variable. 

Gender in Sociological Research

· Gender affects our orientations, our attitudes, and what happens to us in life.

· Researchers must take steps to prevent gender from biasing their findings.

Ethics in Sociological Research

· Ethics require openness, honesty, and truth.

· Ethics condemn plagiarism.

· Research participants should not be harmed.

· In sociology, we should remain value free - our values should not affect research.

· Values - personal beliefs about what is good or worthwhile

How Research and Theory Work Together

· Research cannot stand alone, nor can theory.

· Research without theory is simply a collection of unrelated facts.

· Theory without research is abstract and empty.

