Stratification

· Social stratification - a system in which groups of people are divided into layers according to their relative power, property, and prestige.

· Stratification affects life chances.

· Every society stratifies its members.

· It is a way of ranking large groups of people into a hierarchy according to their relative privileges. 
Slavery & Caste Systems 

· Slavery - ownership of some people by others.

· It was not based on racism, but on debt, crime, and war.

·  In some cases, slavery was temporary.

· Caste system - status is determined by birth and is life long.

· Boundaries between castes remain strong.

· They practice endogamy (marriage within their own group).

A Class System

· Stratification based on slavery and caste systems are rigid.

· A class system - an open system based on money or material possessions.

· One’s status changes according to what one achieves.

· There are fluid boundaries.

· Social mobility is possible.

What Determines Social Class?

· Karl Marx concluded that social class depends on a single factor - the means of production.

· Max Weber argued that property is only part of the picture. Social Class is made of three components:

· (1) property

· (2) prestige

· (3) power
Why Is Stratification Universal?

· The Functionalist View:

· Society’s positions must be filled.

· Some positions are more important than others.

· The more important positions are filled by qualified people.
· The Conflict View:
· No society can exist unless it is organized.

· Leadership means inequalities of power.

· Human nature is self-centered.

How Do Elites Maintain Stratification?

· The keys lie in controlling ideas and information.

· The divine right of kings - the king’s authority comes directly from God.

· Social networks are also important in maintaining stratification.
Comparative Global Social Stratification
How the World’s Nations Became Stratified

· Colonialism Theory - the process by which one nation takes over another nation.

· Done for the purpose of exploitation.

· World System Theory  - the adoption of capitalism around the world has created extensive ties among all nations.

How The World’s Nations Became Stratified

· Dependency Theory - stresses how the Least Industrialized Nations grew dependent on the Most Industrialized Nations.

· Culture of Poverty - some nations are crippled by a way of life that perpetuates poverty.
Maintaining Global Stratification

· Why do the same countries remain poor over time?

· Neocolonialism - the economic and political dominance of the Least Industrialized Nations by the Most Industrialized Nations.

· Multinational Corporations - help to maintain global dominance.

