The Development of Modern Education

· Earlier societies had no separate social institution called education.

Education in Global Perspective

· Credential societies - employers use diplomas and degrees to determine who is eligible for a job.

· Diplomas serve as sorting devices.

· Education is always related to a nation’s economy.

· In Japan, education reflects their group-centered ethic.

· In Russia, education is free and communist in nature.

· In Egypt, most children work the land and few attend school.
The Functionalist Perspective

· Manifest functions - the positive things that people intend their actions to accomplish.

· Latent functions - positive consequences not intended.

· In education, the manifest functions include teaching knowledge, teaching values, and aiding in social integration.

· Latent functions include child care, sex education, and birth control

Mainstreaming & Gatekeeping

· Mainstreaming- schools try to incorporate students with disabilities into regular school activities.

· Gatekeeping- determining which people will enter what occupations.

· Tracking - sorting students into different programs on the basis of real or perceived abilities.
The Conflict Perspective

· They see education as a tool used by the elite to maintain their dominance.

· Education reproduces the social class structure.

· Education also reproduces society’s divisions of race-ethnicity.

The Hidden Curriculum

· Hidden curriculum - the unwritten rules of behavior and attitudes that schools teach in addition to formal curriculum.

· It perpetuates social inequalities.

The Symbolic Interactionist Perspective

· Labels can set people on courses of action that affect the rest of their lives.

· The Rist Research - demonstrated how the labels assigned by teachers end up acting as self-fulfilling prophecies.

· George Farkas - even though they had the same test scores, girls and Asians averaged higher course grades than boys and others.
Problems in U.S. Education

· Problems:
· Mediocrity

· Grade inflation

· Social promotion

· Functional illiteracy

· Violence in schools

· Solutions:

· Safety

· Zero tolerance

· Higher standards

