Marriage & Family in Global Perspective

· Family - consists of people who consider themselves related by blood, marriage, or adoption.

· Family of orientation - the family in which an individual grows up.

· Family of Procreation - the family formed when a couple has their first child.
Marriage

· Marriage - a group’s approved mating arrangements, usually marked by a ritual.

· Mate selection - each human group establishes norms to govern who marries whom.

· Endogamy - people should marry within their own group.

· Exogamy - people must marry outside their group.

Descent

· System of Descent - the way people trace kinship over generations.

· A bilateral system - being related to both the mother’s and father’s side of the family.

· A patrilineal system - descent is traced only to the father’s side.

· Patriarchy - men dominate women.

· A matrilineal system  descent is traced only to the mother’s side.

· Matriarchy - women dominate men.
Marriage & Family in Theoretical Perspective

· Functionalists - believe the family is universal because it fulfills basic needs.

· Conflict Theorists - believe within the family there is a struggle over scarce resources.

· Most men resist doing housework.

· Women pull a “second-shift” at home.

The Family Life Cycle

· Love:
· Romantic love - people being sexually attracted to one another and idealizing the other.

· Often it is thought of as the only basis for Western marriages.

· Marriage:

· Homogamy- the tendency of people with similar characteristics to marry one another.

· 94% of Americans choose someone of their own race.
The Family Life Cycle

· Childbirth:
· Marital satisfaction decreases with childbirth.

· For the average working class couple, the first baby arrives just 9 months after marriage.

· Childrearing:
· For married couples, 1 in 4 children are cared for by the father.

· For single mothers, 1 in 14 children are cared for by the father.

· 1 in 6 are in day care.

The Family in Later Life

· The empty nest - when the last child leaves home, and the husband and wife are left.

· Women’s satisfaction generally increases when the last child leaves home.

· U.S. children are leaving home later.

· Women are more likely than men to be widowed.
Diversity in U.S. Families

· African American families are less likely to be headed by married couples.

· Latino families are heavily influenced by the Roman Catholic religion, the Spanish language, and a disapproval of divorce.

· Asian families tend to be more permissive in child rearing, and are influenced by the tenets of Confucianism.

· Native American families incorporate their elders and are permissive with their children. 

Trends in U.S. Families

· Today’s average first time bride is older than at any other time in U.S. history.

· Cohabitation - adults living together in a sexual relationship without being married.

· 8 times more today than 30 years ago.

· There has been an increase in the number of unmarried mothers.

· The sandwich generation - people who are responsible for both their children and their aging parents.

Divorce and Remarriage

· Each year, about half as many divorces are granted as there are marriages performed.

· A couple’s chances of still being married at the end of one year are 98%.

· The U.S. has the highest divorce rate in the world.

· Each year, over one million children discover their parents are divorcing.

Divorce

· Serial fatherhood - a divorced father tends to maintain high contact with his children during the first year or two after the divorce.

· Only 1/6th of children who live apart from their fathers see them every week.

· Most do remarry, but not as quickly as they used to.

· Those who bring children into a new marriage are more likely to divorce again.

The Future of Marriage & Family

· 2 out of 3 married couples report they are “very happy” with their marriages.

· Marriage is in no danger of becoming a thing of the past.

· Marriage is functional and exists in every society.

