What is Social Class?

· Social class - a large group of people who rank closely to one another in wealth, power, and prestige.

· These elements separate people into different lifestyles.

· Social class provides people with different chances, and different ways of viewing the world.
Components of Social Class

· Wealth - consists of property and income.

· Wealth and income are not the same.

· Some have wealth but little income.

· Americans as a whole are worth about $25 trillion.

· The top 20% of the population receives almost half of all income in the U.S.

· The bottom 20% receives only 4.2% of the nation’s income.

· The richest 20% have grown richer, and the bottom 20% have grown poorer.
Components of Social Class

· Power - the ability to carry out your will despite resistance.

· The power elite - those who make the big decisions in U.S. society.

· Power lies in the hands of the few.

· Prestige - respect or regard.

· Ranking is consistent across countries and over time.

· People display prestige through status symbols.

Status

· Status - our social ranking.

· Ordinarily, a person has a similar rank in all three dimensions of social class: wealth, power, and prestige = status consistency.

· Status inconsistency - when a person has a mixture of high and low ranks.

· Individuals with status inconsistency are likely to confront one frustrating situation after another.

The U.S. Social Class Ladder

· The Capitalist Class - the top rung of the social class ladder.

· Only 1% of Americans are in this class.

· This small elite shapes the consciousness of the nation.

· The Upper Middle Class - the class most shaped by education.

· Members manage corporations owned by the capitalists

· About 15% of the population belong to this class.
The U.S. Social Class Ladder

· The Lower Middle Class - members here have technical and lower-level management positions.

· Members work at jobs that bring with them some prestige and the promise of moving up.

· The Working Class - relatively unskilled blue-collar and white-collar workers.

· Their jobs are less secure, more routine, and closely supervised.

The U.S. Social Class Ladder

· The Working Poor - members work at unskilled, low paying, temporary jobs.

· Many are functionally illiterate.

· 6 million of them work full time and remain poor.

· The Underclass - belong on the lowest rung of the ladder and have no chance of climbing.

· They have little or no connection with the job market.

· Government aid is the main support.
Consequences of Social Class

· In family life, the capitalists place emphasis on family tradition. 

· Divorce is most common among the lower social classes.

· Education increases as one moves up the social class ladder.

· In religion, certain classes tend to cluster in different denominations. 

· In politics, the rich tend to vote Republican while the poor tend to vote 
Democratic.
Consequences of Social Class

· Social class affects our physical health as well.

· The lower the income, the more apt they are to be sick.

· Mental health of the lower classes is worse than that of the upper classes.

· Class position can grant you greater control over your life.
Social Mobility

· No aspect of life goes untouched by social class.

· There are three types of social mobility:

· (1) intergenerational mobility - a change that occurs between generations.

· (2) upward social mobility - movement up the social class ladder.

· (3) downward social mobility  - movement down the social class ladder.
Poverty

· The poverty line - the official measure of poverty.

· Poor people spend about 1/3  of their income on food.

· The government figures out a low cost food budget and multiplies it by 3.

· Those above the line are non-poor, those below the line are poor. 
Who Are the Poor?

· There is a clustering of poverty in the South.

· One of the strongest factors in poverty is race and ethnicity.

· Only 11% of whites are poor, but 27% of African Americans and Latinos are poor.

· Children are most likely to be poor.

· Only 2 people out of 100 who finish college are poor.

· 1 out of 4 people who drop out of high school are poor.

· Women are more apt to be poor than men = the feminization of poverty.

The Dynamics of Poverty

· The poor get trapped in a culture of poverty - the values and behaviors of the poor that make them different from other people.

· Most poverty is short, lasting one year or less.

· The people who move out of poverty are replaced by those moving into poverty.
Why are People Poor?

· Two Competing Theories:

· (1) Features of society deny some people access to education or job skill training.

· (2) Characteristics of individuals such as dropping out or early child rearing contribute to poverty.

