Aging in Global Perspective

· As a nation’s elderly population increases, so does the bill that the younger citizens pay to provide for their needs.

· The Graying of America - the number of elderly is growing rapidly in the U.S.

· The life expectancy in the U.S. today is about 80 years.

· Although more people are living to old age, the life span has not increased.

The Symbolic Interactionist Perspective

· By itself, old age has no particular meaning.

· Ageism - prejudice, discrimination, and hostility directed against people because of their age.

· The coming of industrialization brought forth an erosion of respect.

· Mass media has shaped our negative attitudes toward the elderly.

Functionalist Theories of Aging

· Disengagement Theory - how society prevents disruption when the elderly leave their positions of responsibility.

· Activity Theory - the more activities elderly people engage in, the more they find life satisfying.

· Continuity Theory - people continue their roles in order to adjust to change.

Conflict Theories of Aging

· The young and old recognize they are a part of a struggle.

· Social Security emerged from a struggle between competing interest groups.

· Framing the issue as a case of money going to one group at the expense of another is an attempt to cause conflict. 

· The future may bring conflict between the young and the old.

Fighting Back: Elderly Empowerment

· The Gray Panthers - founded in the 1960’s.

· This group encourages people of all ages to develop positive concepts of our elderly population.

· The American Association of Retired Persons - AARP - monitors state and federal legislation. 
Problems of Dependency

· Most women live longer than men, and hence, experience feelings of loss and isolation.

· Those in nursing homes tend to get sicker and die much sooner than others.

· Many of the elderly live in nagging fear of poverty.

· Women have lower income than males.

· Poverty is much more common among Latinos and African American elderly.
The Sociology of Death and Dying

· Death, like old age, is much more than a biological event.

· Culture shapes the way people experience death.

· Industrialization radically changed the dying process.

· New technology has removed much of death from our view.

Hospices

· Today, most deaths in the United States occur after age 65.

· Hospices - bring services into a person’s home.

· They are dedicated to providing dignity in death and making people comfortable.

· At any one time, there are approximately 80,000 Americans in Hospice care. 
Looking Toward the Future

· We are at the beginning stages of genetic engineering.

· Technicians will be able to remove bad DNA and replace it with more compliant DNA.

· Biomedical science brings with it many challenges.

· Living to the age of 150-200 would place heavy strain on our society.  

